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Welcome back to the second issue of the SMACdown, your Sociology 

Department Newsletter! In this letter, we are back with some 

interesting upcoming events, promising career opportunities, and a 

great course recommendation. We also went in-depth with Professor 

Fiona Greenland about her research and experiences in the 

department. We hope that this new issue will expand your knowledge 

about the department and encourage you to become involved in new 

ways! 

Sociology Majors Advising Council Members: 

Alice Quach (4th Year): amq8ed@virginia.edu   Claire Vermillion (3rd Year): cmv2qc@virginia.edu 

Priyanshu Uprety (3rd Year): pu8ct@virginia.edu   LaMaria Glass (3rd Year):  lmg2xr@virginia.edu 

Sam Bachman (3rd Year): sb5ac@virginia.edu   Grant Tabler (3rd Year): gtt9am@virginia.edu 

Kayla Fyock (3rd Year): kjf6ny@virginia.edu 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Safe Space Training 

Space network is made up of 
University faculty, staff, and 

students who are committed to 
being allies to the entire LGBTQ+ 

community. All members 
complete a two-hour training that 

consists of general information 
about the LGBTQ+ population 

and how to be an ally. Sign up for 
safe space trainings at  

https://lgbtq.virginia.edu/progra
ms 

 

 
Pathways: Multicultural 

Leadership Series 
featuring Ibtisaam Amin 

Mar. 5th 6:30-7:30PM 
MSC 

 
The Multicultural Student Center 
will host Pathways: Multicultural 

Leadership Speakers Series on 
Tuesday, March. 5 from 6:30 - 
7:30. Join UVA student leader 

Ibtisaam Amin as she shares her 
leadership journey involving the 
Minority Rights Coalition in the 
UVA community. Participants 
will gain a unique insight into 

Ibtisaam's leadership 
development journey and stories 

of her time at UVA. 
 * Catering will be provided * 

 

 

Career Development 
 

In the College of Arts and 

Sciences and looking for 

an opportunity to 

conduct, engage in, or 

present your own 

research? 
To learn more information about 
small research, travel grants, and 

how you can apply for a travel 
grant, 

visit http://college.as.virginia.ed
u/research_travel_grants. 

The second annual deadline to 
apply is March 15. 

 

 

Summer 2019 
Undergraduate Internship 

 
Located in Washington, DC 

through the Brennan Center for 
Justice: click here for details  

 

 
Undergraduate Research 
Symposium in Newcomb 

Ballroom  
 

Tuesday, April 9: Click here for 
more information and to apply! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Important Links 

 

Sociology Undergraduate 

Program FAQs:  

http://sociology.as.virginia.edu/

undergraduate-program-faqs 

 
Sociology Graduate 

Programs FAQs:  
 

http://sociology.as.virginia.edu/g
raduate-program-faqs 

 

“NEITHER THE LIFE OF AN INDIVIDUAL NOR THE 

HISTORY OF A SOCIETY CAN BE UNDERSTOOD 

WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING BOTH.”  

– C. WRIGHT MILLS 

https://lgbtq.virginia.edu/programs
https://lgbtq.virginia.edu/programs
http://college.as.virginia.edu/research_travel_grants
http://college.as.virginia.edu/research_travel_grants
https://brennancenter.applytojob.com/apply/520a53154677086d0541580974530706655d681939730a0a0c70360a7d04643a67023a/Summer-2019-Undergraduate-Internship-DC?sid=8e1JtG9U5xi0Ek24Pm7Nw7DLA6cC1J1x0Xx&source=INDE
https://undergraduateresearch.virginia.edu/undergraduate-research-symposium
http://sociology.as.virginia.edu/undergraduate-program-faqs
http://sociology.as.virginia.edu/undergraduate-program-faqs
http://sociology.as.virginia.edu/graduate-program-faqs
http://sociology.as.virginia.edu/graduate-program-faqs
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Spotlight Interview 
Fiona Greenland is an Assistant Professor within the 
Sociology Department at UVA. Students may recognize 
her name from her popular Criminology course as well 
as other research endeavors, including her work in 
understanding the trafficking and deliberate destruction 
of artifacts. We sat down with Professor Greenland to 
ask her about her academic experiences, her research 
interests, and her thoughts on the Sociology Department 
and Professorship.  

S e e  B e l o w  t o  R e a d  t h e  E n t i r e  I n t e r v i e w !  

Course Spotlight: SOC 4750-Racism 
 

UVA students say... 
 
“I really enjoy this class because it tells it exactly how it is. In the 
first week, we covered UVA’s past concerning slave-labor which is 
a chapter many like to skip over but it’s important and I’m glad 
that I know more about UVA’s history, no matter how ugly it may 
be.” 
 
“SOC 4750 with Professor Buckelew is my favorite class this 
semester! It provides students with a safe space to discuss 
structural racism and to think critically about race. I recommend 
this class for allllll students whether you have been studying race 
for years, or would like an introduction to race because it’s a hot 
topic these days and it’s useful to have the tools to discuss it 
responsibly.” 

 

 

Bonus Event: AL1GN 2019 Conference 

The AL1GN 2019 Conference seeks to unite 300 First-Generation, Low-Income (FGLI) college 

students from many universities, with numerous other identities and experiences, March 22nd-24th 

2019, here at the University of Virginia. We will address a persistent issue that haunts many FGLI 

students: Educational Insecurity. The risk that poverty continues to impose on these students compels 

their home institutions to allocate even more resources. Attrition for FGLI students is staggeringly, and 

unnecessarily, high. We must bring to light this issue for everyone involved: students, faculty, 

administrators, and community members. We must all ask ourselves, and each other, “How can I have 

support?” Students will learn about the various issue facing FGLI students through various speakers, 

including other students and faculty, solutions-based workshops, student generated activities, as well as 

networking with peers and other professionals. Registration for UVA students is now open and will close 

on Thursday, March 7th. Please register only if you plan on committing to all 3 days. Registration can 

be found here. 

W e b s i t e  

 
 

SIS Course Description: 

Racism, the disparagement and 

victimization of individuals and 

groups because of a belief that 

their ancestry renders them 

intrinsically different and 

inferior, is a problem in many 

societies. In this course we will 

examine the problem of racism by 

investigating the workings of 

these sociological processes 

theoretically, historically, and 

contemporaneously. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsDgXVjqhtNVWacTj5c6NCAZAINn_gxwxmhNBqGD3Ol7inXA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Fiona Greenland Interview: 

Fiona Greenland is an Assistant Professor within the Sociology Department at UVA. Students may recognize 
her name from her popular Criminology course as well as other research endeavors, including her work in 
understanding the trafficking and deliberate destruction of artifacts. We sat down with Professor Greenland to 
ask her about her academic experiences, her research interests, and her thoughts on the Sociology Department 
and Professorship.  
 
Sam Bachman: So, my number one question is about challenges in your academic career, whether that be in 
undergrad or getting all the way up into the professorship roles. Can you speak on some of your challenges and 
maybe explain some ways in which you overcame them, perhaps as advice for students who may be struggling 
with similar issues?  
 
Fiona Greenland: That was not the first question I would have expected. *laughs* That makes it a good 
question! I’ll start with intellectual challenges and then talk about some practical challenges. Given the nature 
of my research interests, I am straddling more than one discipline. One of my challenges is explaining to 
sociologists what is sociological about my work, as well as explaining to non-sociologists why the work matters 
for them. I do a lot of work on cultural politics and policy, including the looting and smuggling of 
archaeological artifacts and the deliberate destruction of Heritage sites. A big project I have now concerns the 
Syrian Civil War and the destruction of monuments. Most people have heard something about that, and they 
don’t need to be persuaded that it is interesting. The tricky part of that piece of work is that it turns out that 
ISIS damaged far fewer monuments or sites than did the governments involved, including the United States 
and its allies, so that’s an area of work that has been challenging for me. It means speaking truth to power and 
pushing back on some popular assumptions about good and bad and using culture as a vehicle for that. It can 
be a difficult conversation. Practically speaking, balancing work and personal life can be challenging. I really 
like to protect my weekends and take time away from work. I think we all look for the best possible way to do 
that while still finding time for teaching and meaningful student relationships. That is the number one thing 
that I would love to change in my work here. I teach very large lectures, such as Criminology, and it’s really 
hard to get to know students one-on-one. So that is a challenge that I continue to think about and work on. 
 
SB: That’s true, but I think students also have a responsibility to come to office hours, or even to just come and 
check out the building. I mean, a lot of students don’t even know where Randall Hall is. 
 
FG: Yes, that’s right. I think some students also think they need to have a good reason to come to office hours, 
whether it’s a pressing concern that requires a signature or some brilliant insight that they feel they then have 
to come fully equipped to have a long conversation with the faculty member, but most of us are just happy to 
see students. The door is always open to whatever conversations or questions students have on their minds. 
You don’t have to be polished and prepared, just come with your own curiosity - we love that. 
 
Kayla Fyock: Kind of following off of that, I wanted to ask your opinion about the size of the Sociology 
Department. The Department is relatively small in terms of the number of actual declared majors. Do you think 
that benefits the students? Obviously, we are able to get to know other students in our courses and our 
professors on a more personal level, but do you feel that it may limit us to potential opportunities that we could 
have through the University if we were a bigger program? 
 
FG: I think it is a great strength. I like the intimacy of the department between faculty, grad students, and 
undergrads. I am also excited at the prospect of bringing in more people because I think that we definitely have 
the space to grow, and yet what’s wonderful about the size of the major now is that there are opportunities to 
get to know each other. We as professors can have excited conversations about the accomplishments of our 
students that we know and care about. We can invest in our students, and to me, that is a real strength. 
 
SB: Certainly. I think the fact that you can walk into Randall and there are at least three or four doors open is 
something beautiful. You don’t see that in a lot of other departments. 
 
FG: Yes, especially not Department Administrators who know who you are. We know your name, and are 
checking in if we notice you haven’t yet registered for classes, or are worried about you, and are willing to go 
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the extra mile to get an application in under the wire. We’re all here and very serious about supporting our 
majors.  
 
SB: Yes, something that I find very unique is that this department is very much invested in making sure 
students’ anxieties are quelled before things start going uphill. That’s something that means a lot to me 
personally, and I hope other majors in the department. Professors are concerned about our mental health as 
well as making sure our academic careers are on track. Something else I was interested in that you mentioned 
earlier as well as on your website is your research on Insurgent Artifacts. Is this a field that you feel has room 
for growth?  
 
FG: So Insurgent Artifacts is a project funded by the National Science Foundation to examine the reliability 
and robustness of new forms of data that are being brought to bear on the study of the use of satellites to study 
artifact looting destruction and smuggling. For me, that project is limited to about two years or so. I have a 
good staff of researchers on it. The area itself has a lot of scope for growth by sociologists because it turns out 
that what this work really means is interrogating our empirical sources in the ways that sociologists are already 
trained to do - by looking very closely at a text and questioning assumptions or assertions about the social 
world. The sociologist can go in and say, “Well, what are the data sources exactly? Where did those numbers 
come from? What was the survey instrument?” Have either of you taken Social Research Methods with 
Professor Guterbock?  
 
KF: Oh, yes, last semester. *both laugh* 
 
FG: Yes, so you know how incredibly important it turns out to be. How do you ask the question? Was there a 
follow-up? Did everybody get the question asked in the same way? No? Well, why not? What are the variables 
that insinuate strong causal claims here? That’s what I mean by robustness. Now, that’s not my terminology, 
it’s the National Science Foundations. They’re so concerned about this across the sciences that they’re 
encouraging scholars to be inquisitive about our own sources. I think sociologists are perfectly positioned 
intellectually and institutionally to take on that work. So, the answer is the affirmative. Yes, there’s definitely 
room to grow there, so my own goal after this particular NSF project wraps up is to continue this work through 
other grants and collaborators to broaden the discussion. 
 
SB: Who is involved in your current research team? 
 
FG: In that NSF project I have quite a mix. I have a postdoctoral research fellow. She has a Ph.D. in 
Criminology and sociology. I have two graduate research assistants. In a different project, I have an 
undergraduate RA who is a Sociology major. So yes, I’ve collaborated with all years - undergrads, graduate 
students, and faculty members. 
 
KF: Do you find it beneficial to have collaborators with different amounts of experience? For instance, do 
factors such as different academic backgrounds and ages offer a different point of view on what you’re 
researching or are you all in a fairly similar vein of thinking? 
 
FG: Every stage brings its advantages. A lot of it has to do with the individuals and their enthusiasm, curiosity, 
and ability to focus on a long-term research question. I love working with undergraduates because you all have 
so many fresh ideas and perspectives. You are genuinely asking important questions and not just assuming 
things because you don’t yet know the answers, which means that you also haven’t emulated calcified layers of 
lazy though, such as, “Well, I’ll just take this for granted because everybody else is saying it.” No, my 
undergrads ask some of the most demanding questions because they really don’t know yet what the 
assumptions are. That is what helps my own thinking. Undergraduates are also so up-to-date - which already 
sounds so quaint - but my undergrads have opened my eyes to the power of technology in various ways, 
especially in the presentation of findings. I have really upped my game using visual materials and methods, but 
also in thinking about different social media platforms to convey findings in ways that I would have written off. 
That is not the way that I was trained as an undergraduate. So I love that my undergrads are really in tune with 
those things in a way that is very substantive to the research.  
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KF: Yeah, I don’t think that I would have necessarily considered social media as a platform for research 
findings either. 
 
SB: You don’t really think of Twitter and Academia as the same thing. But I guess Barbara Ehrenreich is on 
Twitter. So then is that collaboration something that you promote in your classes as well? 
 
FG: Yes. Yes, so, for example, in my Criminology class, I really try to set it up as a big discussion where I can go 
around and hear the students, sometimes by cold calling, but what I try to encourage there is students asking 
the questions. Like, “Wait, the FBI said that, but this organization did this, and now you’re telling us it’s like 
this other thing that’s happening over here?” It makes me think very carefully before I prepare my lecture 
notes. What are the assumptions that I may have built in, and where are the places where it might be easier to 
gloss over important details? Students are bringing me a gift when they come to my office hours for a one-on-
one, asking me why I keep calling something by this term, or what is the meaning behind a phrase they keep 
hearing. 
 
SB: “Bringing me a gift…” What a great line. 
 
KF: It’s great to hear that perspective as a student. I think especially within a major like Sociology where 
there’s just so many different viewpoints on things it becomes difficult sometimes to come to office hours 
because you’re not sure necessarily where you’re coming from on certain things. If it were, you know, a biology 
class or something similar, there is typically a fairly strict path from point A to point B, whereas in Sociology 
there are so many different theories and factors that can fold into what your conclusion might be. For myself, I 
find it especially hard sometimes to wrap my mind around topics to then be able to go to office hours and have 
a discussion about it. I feel as though hearing your take on it is helpful as a student to gain some confidence in 
coming to speak with professors. 
 
FG: You know, this is especially the case in criminology, a lot of my students come in already with a good… 
let’s say popular understanding of crime, and they’re enthusiastic about a show or a podcast that they follow, 
maybe it’s Serial or Criminal Minds. Some students are shy about that, and they’ll say, “I know this is silly 
because it’s just a show,” but actually, it’s really important because it is a show. I really like those conversations 
because it turns out there’s a lot of important thought and working through problems that are happening 
through drama and through fiction. These shows are always reflecting back on what is really happening in the 
world. These characters, the archetypes, and the stereotypes are all reflections of real life. Sociologists can see 
the perceptions of the social becoming real through these media sources. Because I can’t watch every show or 
listen to every podcast, I really value these conversations. It is a gift, right? They say, “Okay, it sounds silly, but 
I listen to this, or I binge watched this entire Netflix series on the psychology of serial killers, and do you think 
such and such?” I love those conversations. 
 
SB: Yeah, I think it’s easy to forget that professors are people too, who go to movies and care about popular 
culture. Something else I was wondering about, that Kayla touched on earlier, but courses here in the Sociology 
Department are not just taken by sociology majors. Do you think having people that come in from pre-med or 
pre-law or psychology are valuable assets to have in class and office hours bringing new perspectives? I ask 
about those three in particular because of the overlap I’ve noticed personally.  
 
FG: I’m glad that you’ve asked the question in that way. I often sit with students from other departments or 
schools who would like to know what sociology can do for them. I really like the way you put the question as the 
opposite. How are we benefited? I think in a number of ways, both intellectually and through friendships. In 
fact, I recently heard from a computer science major this term who is taking criminology and would like to 
major in sociology now, either by switching majors or adding sociology as a double. That revelation came 
through exploration of sociology classes. This is a student who is a very systematic thinker, who has been 
writing his own code for years, who is now going to be applying that thought structure of computer science to 
social problems. Wouldn’t it be great if we could get him in with sociology majors and there was a sort of cross-
pollination of ideas about data standards of evidence and methods? So, yes, it is definitely a two-way exchange. 
 
KF: Yes, I completely agree with that. When I initially came to UVA, majoring in sociology was not an option 
that I had considered, but when it came time to declare majors I realized that I had taken almost the entire 
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major’s worth of classes almost accidentally simply because I loved the courses and found the knowledge I 
gained from them to be highly applicable in other classes I was taking. I am a double major in foreign affairs, 
and have found that many of the things I am learning in those upper-level courses were things that I learned in 
my earliest courses of sociology. It gives you a baseline to look at almost every other aspect of study, and I have 
personally really appreciated having that perspective and the ability to break down the social elements of 
various other subjects, while in turn being able to contribute, say, more politically-based ideas into my 
sociology discussions.  
 
SB: I can’t say my answer is any different. This place feels like home to me, which was something really 
important to me when I was figuring out my major. I started at UVA as an astrophysics major, and quickly 
realized that it just wasn’t for me. I was kind of bouncing around for a while and the people here just really 
made it feel like a home. The professors and the students, the faculty… the building itself is just really homey, 
which I guess is a product of it being a former dorm.  
 
FG: Yeah, I did my Ph.D. at the University of Michigan and I always heard great things about the University of 
Virginia. You know, up in Ann Arbor we like to think we’re the best public university in the country, but there 
was this other public university down the road in Virginia, right? I had never visited here until I came for the 
job talk. People warned me that I would fall in love with Virginia. They were right. The students are fantastic 
and it reminds me a lot of being at the University of Michigan where you get students from all walks of life - 
students who have lived their entire lives a few miles down the road, but also students from all over the world. 
That’s what keeps this place so vibrant - not to mention the mountains. *laughs* We could have just ended it 
there. It’s rich in institutional history and beautiful grounds where you really feel that people are invested in 
long-term relationships with the place, and that’s something truly special.  
 
KF: I think that is a great place to end it. 
 
SB: Yes, thank you for meeting with us.  
 

FG: Absolutely, anytime.   


